SYNOPEN INTERVIEW

Meet Prof. Thierry Ollevier,
Our New Editor-in-Chief at SynOpen!
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Prof. Ollevier is Editor-in-Chief of SYNOPEN since early
2023. His research at Université Laval in Québec
(Canada) focuses on the development of green
synthetic organic chemistry within the areas of asym-
metric catalysis, chiral iron complexes, diazoalkane
and diazirine chemistry and bismuth chemistry.

Prof. Ollevier obtained his PhD in Chemistry in 1997
from the University of Namur (Belgium). Following his
PhD, he spent 3 years as a postdoctoral fellow at
Stanford University (USA) and at the Université de
Montréal (Canada). In 2001, he moved to the
Université Laval as an Assistant Professor and was pro-
moted to Associate Professor (2006) andthen Full Pro-
fessor (since 2010).

SynOpen

SynOpen: What fascinates you most about or-
ganic synthesis?

Prof. Ollevier: Very importantly to me, organic syn-
thesis does not only bring synthetic methods, but
also creativity, art, and elegance. Fascination grows
with familiarity: it is particularly truein organic
chemistry, which requires longinvestments before
enjoyingits profound nature. Molecular aesthetics
is the basic motivation before any possible
prospect of application. Organic synthesisis a very
activeand key research field becauseit provides
new synthetic methods and access to complex
molecules. It offers new synthetic tools and is di-
rectly beneficial to other disciplines and modern
society.

SynOpen: What do you think about the pro-
spects of organic synthesis?

Prof. Ollevier: Organic synthesis brings new meth-
ods to synthesize molecules, and thus offers new
tools to pharmaceutical, agrochemical and materi-
als industries. However, despite majorachieve-
ments obtained over the years, major synthetic
challenges still remain to tackle. Synthetic organic
chemists strive to set new standards in terms of
practicality and efficiency. Thefutureis open for
organic synthesis, while its prospects for develop-
mentwiden, in terms of both fundamentals and
applications.

SynOpen: What should be the role of publishers
over the next 10 years?

Prof. Ollevier: Publishers should approach the au-
thors to seek better mutualunderstanding. This
approach embraces SynOpen motto: Fast, Fair, and
Flexible. Importantly, articles should not only de-
liver scientific content butalso both be rigorously
and aesthetically presented to catch the reader’s
attention. Publishers and authors should become
togethervery sensitive to the attractivity of a publi-
cation. Publications should definitively exhibit
beauty. Anotherbig challenge for publishersis to
render science as accessible and usefulas possible
worldwide while keeping high scientific standards.
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SynOpen: What advice would you give to young
chemists about how to handle stress and pres-
sure during their PhD?

Prof. Ollevier: If you are a hard worker, thoughtful,
and passionate, you will be successful. There will

be joys and frustrations during the PhD. | would tell
the young chemist to test her/his growing
chemicalintuition by daring experiments and inter-
pretations. Pressure will sublimate to self-motiva-
tion and bring you a lot of intellectual satisfaction.
Maintaining a proper work-life balance by pursuing
other interests will also allow you to unwind.

SynOpen: Given the chance you meet any chem-
ist (living or dead), who would it be and what
would you ask him or her?

Prof. Ollevier: | would like to meet Robert W.
Woodward because his intellectual and chemical
contributions to science were huge butalso be-
cause of his rhetorical style in writing. Pliny the EI-
der, asa Roman author, naturalist, and fine scribe
of his environmentwas also a brilliant scientist.
Asking more details about his creativity and inspira-
tion in synthesis from thefirst one, and about his
metal classification in Naturalis Historia from the
latter would be an immensejoy. Also, both were
poets.

SynOpen: As Editor in Chief of SynOpen, you cer-
tainly have a vision for the journal, could you
share it, please?

Prof. Ollevier: SynOpen is not only the openaccess
sister journalto Synthesis and Synlett. It is an inter-
national journal providing variety of publication for-
mats based on the authors’ needs, such as the
unique Graphical Reviews and Spotlights, in addi-
tion to the more classicalformats. SynOpenis a
fast-growing journal, and we are all excited and
await SynOpen’s very firstimpact factor this sum-
mer2023.

SynOpen

SynOpen: As Editor in Chief, what are your rec-
ommendations to those who want to publish
their results (in SynOpen, of course ©))?

Prof. Ollevier: An author should publish his results
while focusing on substantialadvancement or new
insight being reported. The potential reader should
readily get a clear understanding of the new ele-
ments brought by the manuscript. Itis a highly val-
uable assetfor a chemistto be able to formulate
his ideas in a readable manner. Importantly, the
contentshould be clear to the author himself be-
forebeing clear to the reader, whilst taking care to
not oversimplify or hide tricky-to-explain infor-
mation.

SynOpen: What do you do in your free time?

Prof. Ollevier: | love reading books about history.
havea passionforarchaeology of ancientRome
and Greece. Culture, refinement, and elegance
havea strong meaningto me.
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Prof. Thierry Ollevier

Départmementde Chimie
Université Laval
Québec, Canada

E-Mail: thierry.ollevier@chm.ulaval.ca
Website; http://www2.chm.ulaval.ca/tollevier/

Publish in SynOpen:
www.thieme-chemistry.com/synopen
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