
Volume Editor�s Preface

The hydroxy group is arguably the fundamental functional group of organic chemistry, to
whichmany reactions lead and fromwhichmany reactions flow. The hydroxy function is
also ubiquitous in biology, being present in almost all major classes of biological mole-
cules or their precursors. Alcohols are the products of many of the most important C—C
bond forming reactions available to chemists, and this volume sets out to survey and pres-
ent the best of the vast array of methods for making alcohols.

I would like to express my personal thanks to themany authors who have given their
expertise, time, and commitment to allow this volume to be completed. I am indebted to
Jim Thomas for his invitation to edit the volume, along with his assistance particularly in
the planning and proofing stages. The editorial team of Fiona Shortt de Hernandez at
Thieme have provided abundant support during the volumeOs development and I am par-
ticularly indebted to Toby Reeve for his valuable assistance during this time.

Volume Editor Manchester, November 2007

Jonathan Clayden
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