
Volume Editor�s Preface

Heteroatom- and in particular halogen- and oxygen-substituted alkenes are of central im-
portance in all fields of synthetic organic chemistry. One has just to think about enolates,
enol ethers, vinyl trifluoromethanesulfonates, and vinyl halides and their enormous po-
tential for undergoing carbon–carbon and carbon–heteroatom couplings to appreciate
the value of this volume within the well-established series of Science of Synthesis. Addi-
tionally, a variety of less common but equally important heteroatom-substituted alkenes
and allenes are covered in detail.

I would like to express my personal thanks to the many authors who have given their
expertise, time, and commitment. It was a pleasure to plan the volume with the excep-
tional experience and insight provided by Prof. Ernst Schaumann and Dr. Joe Richmond,
and to bring it into existence with the immense support of the Thieme editorial team
headed by Dr. Fiona Shortt de Hernandez. In particular, I thank Dr. Marcus White for his
relentless efforts to get all the chapters delivered, completed, organized, and corrected
within a reasonable span of time.

Volume Editor
Johann Mulzer Vienna, August 2008
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