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Editorial Board Focus: Professor Cristina Nevado
(University of Zürich, Switzerland)
Background and Purpose. From time to time, SYNFORM portraits Thieme Chemistry Editorial Board
or Editorial Advisory Board members who answer several questions regarding their research interests and
revealing their impressions and views on the developments in organic chemistry as a general research field.
This Editorial Board Focus presents Professor Cristina Nevado (University of Zürich, Switzerland) who joined
the Editorial Board of Science of Synthesis with effect of July 2018.

Biographical Sketch
Cristina Nevado was born in 1977
in Madrid (Spain), where she graduated in chemistry at the Autónoma University in 2000. In October
2004 she received her PhD in organic chemistry at the same university working with Prof. Antonio
M. Echavarren in the cyclization
of enzymes catalyzed by platinum
and gold complexes. In December
2006 she joined the group of Prof.
Prof. C. Nevado
Alois Fürstner at the Max-Planck-Institut für Kohlenforschung (Germany) where she was part of
the team who conquered the first total synthesis of Iejimalide
B, a marine macrolide possessing a very sensitive architecture. In May 2007 she started her independent career as an
Assistant Professor of Organic Chemistry at the University of
Zürich. In 2011, Cristina was awarded the Chemical Society
Reviews Emerging Investigator Award and the Thieme Chemistry Journal Award in recognition of her contributions in
the field of synthetic organic chemistry. In 2012 she received
an ERC Junior Investigator grant and has been awarded the
Werner Prize of the Swiss Chemical Society. In 2013 she became Full Professor. Among her many contributing roles to
the community, Cristina is currently Senior Associate Editor
for ACS Central Science and for Organic Syntheses. Rooted
in the wide area of organic chemistry, her research program
is focused on complex chemical synthesis and new organo
metallic reactions.

INTERVIEW
SYNFORM Please comment on your role as a Member of
the Editorial Board of Science of Synthesis.
Prof. Nevado I am truly excited to join the Editorial Board
of Science of Synthesis and eager to work with its disting
uished members to further promote and expand the capab
ilities that SoS provides to the synthetic community at large.
SYNFORM How do you describe the value of a product
such as Science of Synthesis to the chemistry community?
Prof. Nevado Science of Synthesis represents a ‘go-to’
source in order to get familiar with fundamental topics in
organic chemistry, providing an up-to-date compilation of

the most important developments in the field. For students,
SoS is also a very good source to get familiar with a particular
theme, to get background information to prepare review or in
troductory materials as well as to assess whether or not a new
transformation they might have discovered has a potential
niche and thus deserves to be further explored. Furthermore,
within SoS, structural searches and experimental procedures
are available online, which represents a truly valuable asset
for any experimentalist.
SYNFORM What do you think about the modern role and
prospects of synthetic chemistry, in particular its importance
in and for the pharmaceutical industry?
Prof. Nevado Synthetic chemistry has an important role
to play in modern societies. We need materials with highly
tailored properties, agrochemicals with accurate application
profiles and also new drugs with more selective modes of
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action. Thus, the quest for novel synthetic methods that can
produce the desired outcomes in a timely, cost-effective and
sustainable manner is now peaking.
SYNFORM What is the focus of your current research
activities?
Prof. Nevado Our group embraces a truly multidiscipli
nary research program with three distinct focal areas: late
transition metal catalysis and mechanistic understanding of
organometallic reactions, complex natural product synthesis
and the design and development of chemical probes to answer
biological questions. We truly believe in the power of syn
thesis and organic molecules to impact multiple fields.
SYNFORM You are a leading researcher with regard to
synthetic organic and organometallic chemistry. Could you
tell us more about how important you perceive this particular
topic to be?
Prof. Nevado A shrinking pool of natural resources re
quires creative solutions to which chemistry can significant
ly contribute. Catalysis in its multiple forms (homogeneous,
heterogeneous, bio-, photo- and electro-) is one of the central
areas to tackle some of these highly challenging goals. Further,
mechanistic understanding and application of cutting-edge
analytical tools will be key not only to optimizing existing
methods, but more importantly, to developing unprecedent
ed ones to match current and future needs with minimal en
vironmental impact and maximum added value.
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